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   A note from the Leader of the Ulster Unionist Party 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatest achievement of the last Assembly was that it survived. Aside from 

that it was characterized by stalemate and failure.  

 

The Sinn Fein/DUP led administration of the last four years promised much but 

ultimately delivered little for the people of Northern Ireland. We cannot allow 

another four years of this style of self-promoting, self-serving governance.  

 

The Ulster Unionists offer an alternative to the last four years. We acted upon 

our 2007 Assembly manifesto commitments, and once again we pledge to 

deliver on the policies contained within our 2011 Election Manifesto.  

 

We don’t seek to claim praise or approval for initiatives that we weren’t 

responsible for; if we were to do so that would be dishonest. It is unfortunate 

that other Parties appear so keen to claim ownership of the achievements of 

others. 

 

The Ulster Unionist Party is committed to Making Stormont Work for you. 

 

 



A catastrophic tale of failure; 

1) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to end the ideological attack on our grammar schools 

2) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to find a resolution to the post primary transfer process 

3) Sinn Fein/DUP oversaw the enlargement of maintenance backlog within the education estate 

4) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to stop over £10million being wasted on the Education & Skills Authority  

5) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to cut out wasteful expenditure on the Irish language 

6) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to find a workable alternative to the Parades Commission 

7) Sinn Fein/DUP opened up the possibility of Sinn Fein MLA to become First Minister as a result of 

the St Andrews Act 

8) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to protect the Home Service Battalion 

9) Sinn Fein/DUP are responsible for the social investment fund costing the Executive £80 million 

10) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to address the currently flawed definition of a victim 

11) Sinn Fein/DUP failed the Northern Ireland electorate by appointing a Justice Minister who had no 

electoral right to the post 

12) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to provide the people of Northern Ireland with an adequate water supply 

during the water crisis in 2010 

13) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to ensure that footpaths and roads were adequately gritted during spells of 

cold weather 

14) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to guarantee the Titanic Signature Project would be completed on time 

15) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to attract any international Olympic teams to Northern Ireland 

16) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to respect the neutrality of the Belfast Festival at Queens and the Ulster 

Museum by attempting to enforce their own partisan beliefs 

17) Sinn Fein/DUP have overseen the wasteful expenditure of £16million on the Maze/Long Kesh site 

18) Sinn Fein/DUP have failed to listen to victims’ concerns over plans to build a terrorist shrine on 

the Maze/Long Kesh site 

19) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to reform Local Government 

20) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to act before the Executive was fined £60 million, enforced by the EU 

because of not ensuring DARD was using up to date maps.  

21) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to implement an effective Cohesion, Sharing  and Integration strategy  

22) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to prevent the Executive from not meeting for 152 days 

23) Sinn Fein/DUP oversaw a massive reduction in spending available for the health service. They 

voted to reduce spending four times in the last 18 months 

 



24) Sinn Fein/DUP were responsible for the unacceptable delay in providing the PMS savers with a 

rescue package  

25) Sinn Fein/DUP have overseen the unemployment level more than double over the last four years 

26) Sinn Fein/DUP have failed to utilise former military bases in Northern Ireland  

27) Sinn Fein/DUP oversaw the erronoues release of three prisoners within two months 

28) Sinn Fein/DUP were responsible for the delay and fiasco that characterised the creation of the 

Commission for Victims and Survivors 

29) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to help our struggling town centres by delaying Planning Policy Statement 5 

30) Sinn Fein/DUP supported ringfencing £675million to pay for the A5, a road which is not 

economically viable, environmentally friendly or even wanted locally 

31) Sinn Fein/DUP blocked a ban on the unacceptable practice of double jobbing 

32) Sinn Fein/DUP used Assembly procedures, such as the petition of concern, to force their own 

personal agenda 

33) Sinn Fein/DUP are responsible for the shambolic valuation of the Crossnacreevy site 

34) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to prevent the removal of the Northern Ireland Aggregates Levy 

35) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to prevent Ministers going on solo runs 

36) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to reduce the number of Executive Departments and MLA’s 

37) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to make a decision on extending Belfast City Airport or building the John 

Lewis at Sprucefield 

38) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to reduce bureaucracy for small businesses and farmers 

39) Sinn Fein/DUP failed to publish the review into North/South Bodies 

40) Sinn Fein/DUP are responsible for the record level of public dissatisfaction with the Northern 

Ireland Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Achievements genuinely delivered by the Ulster Unionist Party; 

1) The UUP fought for the retention of the current cap on tuition fees  

2) The UUP MLA John McCallister was the first Member to successfully see through a Private 

Members’ Bill in the history of the Assembly, which provides more protection for caravanners. 

3) The UUP protected the commercial viability of the IFA and Ulster Rugby in the Justice Bill 

4) The UUP successfully achieved a ban on Irish Hare coursing 

5) The UUP brought the issue of Human Trafficking to the forefront and made Northern Ireland a 

hostile place for traffickers 

6) The UUP highlighted the discrimination of carers in our society and introduced a Private Members 

Bill to that effect 

7) The UUP brought to the fore the inequity that members of the armed forces and their families face 

in Northern Ireland by introducing The Armed Forces Bill  

8) The UUP were the first to open a discussion on lowering Corporation Tax  

9) The UUP led in negotiating a fair settlement for the Presbyterian Mutual Society savers 

10) The UUP were the first to draw attention to European Property Fraud 

11) The UUP prevented the sectarian carve-up of our local councils 

12) The UUP member Ross Hussey, as Chair of the RUC GC Association, played a central role in 

negotiating the £20m gratuity payment for Part-Time Reserve Officers  

13) The UUP prevented an Irish Language Act 

14) The UUP were the first Party to seek to amend the flawed definition of a victim 

15) The UUP Health Minister was the only Minister to  fully complete RPA  

16) The UUP reduced the number of Health and Social Care bodies from 38 to 17 

17) The UUP introduced free prescriptions for everyone  

18) The UUP saved the Northern Ireland Health Service £76m by prescribing non-generic brands – on 

track to save £88m by later this year 

19) The UUP provided 38 new health service dentists in access hotspots across Northern Ireland – 

providing services for 57,000 people 

20) The UUP delivered the new £270m Enniskillen acute hospital 

21) The UUP delivered the new £64m Downe Hospital 

22) The UUP delivered a new £9.4m trauma and orthopaedic facility for Craigavon Area Hospital  

23) The UUP ring -fenced Mental Health funding and made Mental Health a priority 

24) The UUP invested £27million in Health and Wellbeing Centres in West Belfast 
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25) The UUP introduced the Sunbeds Bill to regulate the Sunbed industry and put in place age 

restrictions on use of sunbeds 

26) The UUP redirected £53m worth of savings annually into front line services by introducing new, 

simplified and result-led  structures 

27) The UUP delivered plans for a strategy on young people who are Not in Education, Employment or 

Training (NEET's)  

28) The UUP introduced three Employment Bills which tackled the issues of adoption and paternity 

leave and pay, dealt with workplace Dispute Resolution and, enforcement of employment agencies  

29) The UUP initiated the development of a Higher Education Strategy for Northern Ireland through the 

launch of a consultation in order to find a new, strategic and distinctive approach to higher 

education. 

30) The UUP secured an extra £51million for the Employment and Learning budget during the recent 

Budget period  

31) The UUP secured a further allocation of £1.2 million in the Further Education budget in the 2010/11 

academic year 

32) The UUP ensured that scholarships for children of deceased military personnel were extended to 

Northern Ireland as it had previously only been available in Great Britain 

33) The UUP successfully managed the proposed amalgamation of Stranmillis College and QUB 

34) The UUP oversaw the 'Connected' programme and enabled companies gain access to world-class 

expertise, technology and research from Northern Ireland's Universities and Colleges 

35) The UUP contributed to the creation of 400 jobs in Northern Ireland by the New York Stock 

Exchange through investment made in the skills of this sector; in particular through the work of the 

ICT Future Skills Action Plan 

36) The UUP launched the 'Step Ahead' initiative in October 2009 which meant an additional 1000 new 

jobs within the voluntary and community sector in Northern Ireland 

37) The UUP has ensured that Northern Ireland now has the highest participation rate of students 

coming from disadvantaged backgrounds in any area of the United Kingdom 

38) The UUP successfully opposed the Hunting Bill 

39) The UUP have lead the way in promoting our world class graduates, particularly in the field of  RDI 

40) The UUP put Northern Ireland at the heart of the Union 
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